PressDemocrat | Petalumaz&0 | WineTravel | Business Journal | Pets | POPreps | Blogs | Moms |

Register | Forums | Log in

Ads by pulse 360

NEWS O WEB SEARCH

pressdemocrats e

. 1
Web Search Powered By YAHOO! SEARCH Today!
3 43° DNS FOG, SANTA ROSA, CA | HOME DELIVERY | NEWSPAPER ADS | NEWS WIRE | PLACE/CHANGE AD

Obama's School Stimulus Money $%%
Get Financial Assistance and Go to School Online. Start

Classestndlarsers romdStimolos

Get listed here

Jobs

Cars

Home News Business Sports Entertainment Living Qpinion Obituaries Classifieds Real Estate
10 Sonoma County locations.
www.maryspizzashack.com
NEWS-HOME

7] Ed ENLARGE TEXT EJEMAIL =i PRINT [E|REPRINT G COMMENTS &% SHARE

Give the toast of the town

Tips offered on how to avoid embarrassment when raising your New Years Eve glass

By CLARK MASON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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The easy part of the New Year's Eve get-together tradition is raising your glass in toast. The

hard part is saving something coherent.
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vice-president of education for Santa Rosa's Bachelar'

Downtown Toastmasters Club. "The nicest toasts are

those that are personalized by the giver.

Another no-no is singling out individuals and talking about what's coming up in the New Year 7
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for them, or what happened to them in the past.

Examples: "So and so had such a bad vear, this year has to be better," or "Hey Jim, maybe
vou'll get over something this year, versus last vear,” according to Tracy Goodwin, a self-

professed public speaking expert with a series of YouTube videos.

A New Year's Eve toast ideally is a blanket statement that evervone in the room can relate

to, she said.

"Who's my audience and what will they connect with?" is how to approach the toast, said

Bob Bergman, a retired educator and official with Santa Rosa's Downtown Toastmasters Club.

Begin with finding some good guips and guotes to personalize your toast, Bergman said. It's

not stealing, per se. More like borrowing the tried and true.

There are a number of these witticisms in the public domain, such as "The New Year is like

a new baby: many changes will be necessary, some of which will be neglected.”

And, "What the New Year brings us will depend a great deal on what we bring to the New
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Of course for many, 200g has been rough and wishes for a better, more prosperous year are
in order. With that in mind, here are some bon mots that can preface vour own comments,
or stand on their own. They may not gleam with originality, but they won't embarrass you

either — maybe.
So, just raise your glass and smile.
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"Here's to the bright New Vear

And a fond farewell to the old;

Here's to the things that are vet to come,

And to the memories that we hold."

— Irish toast

"May the best of this vear be the worst of next"

— Irish toast

"May all our trouble during the coming vear be as short as vour New Year's resolutions.”
— Irish toast

"Cheers to a New Year and another chance for us to get it right."

— Oprah Winfrey

"Stir the eggnog, lift the toddy,

Happy New Year, evervbody"

- Phyllis McGinley

And no mention of New Vear's toasts would be complete without one for New Year's Day:
"Here's to the good time I must have had"

-- George Burgess

News Researcher Teresa Meikle contributed to this story. You can reach Staff Writer Clark

Mason at 521-5214
or clark.mason@
pressdemocrat.com.
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